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The giant hole in the Yamal-Nenets autonomous district.

A mysterious giant crater that appeared in Russia's extreme north over summer was likely
caused by the same phenomenon behind the Bermuda Triangle in the North Atlantic Ocean,
scientists say.

Experts were initially left puzzled when the 100-meter-wide hole appeared in the Yamal-
Nenets autonomous district in mid-July, before a second hole was discovered several days
later about 30 kilometers away.

But now, scientists believe they can cast away theories of meteorites or alien spaceships,
pinning the appearance of the crater on an explosion of gas hydrates beneath the surface.

Writing in the Science in Siberia journal, experts from the region's Trofimuk Institute
of Petroleum-Gas Geology and Geophysics said a combination of factors had led to a large-
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scale release of gas hydrates, otherwise known as clathrate hydrates.

Scientists say a combination of warm temperatures above the ground and the crater's location
on the crossing of two fault lines meant the territory was being heated simultaneously
from both below and above.

This lead to a discharge of gas hydrates deep beneath the surface of the Yamal Peninsula,
resulting in the underground explosion that formed the crater, the scientists said.

The giant hole is not the only mysterious occurrence to have been explained away by gas
hydrates.

Some scientists also believe gas hydrates are responsible for the disappearance of several
ships and planes in the Bermuda Triangle, also known as the Devil's Triangle, in the North
Atlantic Ocean, pointing to turbulence and flare-ups created by the release of hydrates
from the sea bed.

Gas hydrates are ice-like forms of water that contain gas molecules, primarily methane. They
are found beneath certain parts of the ocean, as well as in permafrost sections of the Arctic.
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