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A woman holds the hand of Prime Minister of the rebels' self-proclaimed "Donetsk People's Republic",
Alexander Zakharchenko during a ceremony to honour the World War II defenders of Donetsk from Nazi
forces Sept. 8.

Infamous former rebel commander Igor Girkin, a Russian better known by his nom de guerre
"Strelkov," alienated his troops while fighting in eastern Ukraine through a ruthless
disregard for the local area and unrealistically lofty goals for the battlefield, the leader of the
self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic said in an interview published Wednesday with
Russian Reporter.

"He was a person who fought alongside us. But 90 percent of his troops did not support his
views on how to conduct military activities," Alexander Zakharchenko, prime minister of the
rebel republic, said in the interview.

Strelkov, a former colonel for Russia's Federal Security Service shot to fame in mid-May when
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he began leading rebel fighters in Donetsk. He eventually took on the role of defense minister
of the makeshift republic, but resigned from that position in mid-August and moved
to Moscow. Upon his arrival, he declared Moscow the new front line in a battle being waged
against President Vladimir Putin by the West.

Despite Strelkov's prominence as one of the top fighters in the Ukraine conflict, however,
Zakharchenko implied he was generally not regarded highly by his fellow fighters.

An example of Strelkov's ruthlessness involved a plan to destroy nine-story buildings
in Slovyansk, a strategy that Zakharchenko said triggered a "wild scandal."

"For me, destroying nine-story buildings on the outskirts of Donetsk is insane,"
Zakharchenko said, noting that Strelkov had proposed such a plan during a battle there.

In response to the interviewer's question on whether Strelkov had wanted to destroy
buildings due to his own dabbling in historical military re-enactments — a hobby that many
have said motivated his activities in Ukraine — Zakharchenko said Strelkov simply viewed
war differently.

"In his opinion, it would have been more convenient to defend ourselves from among ruins.
Because he doesn't live here," Zakharchenko said, adding that Strelkov had focused
on "tactical moves aimed at strikes and fierce defense" that weren't suitable to the situation
in Ukraine.

For what Strelkov wanted to do, he said, "we would have needed a minimum of 20,000
fighters. But since he only had 6,000, we had to arrange it differently."

While Strelkov's fellow fighters respected him, Zakharchenko said, "we would have done
things differently when it came to trying to resolve certain issues at the expense of the lives
of our fellow countrymen."

Signs of a rift between pro-Russian separatists fighting in eastern Ukraine were apparent
throughout the summer, with several Russian commanders resigning. In August, documents
surfaced purportedly showing orders given by Strelkov to execute his own fighters for looting,
Reuters reported at the time.

Strelkov stepped down around the time reports broke of the alleged execution orders, though
his representatives said he was quitting because he had found a new job.
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