
Russian Production Flaw Blamed for
Failed Launch of European Satellite
By The Moscow Times

October 08, 2014

Launch of Arianespace Soyuz VS09 carrying Galileo GPS sats 'Doresa' & 'Milena' in Kourou, August 22,
2014.

PARIS — Investigators believe a Russian production flaw was behind the botched August
launch of two satellites central to development of European satellite navigation system
Galileo, the satellite launch company Arianespace said Wednesday.

Revealing the findings of an inquiry panel that studied why the satellites were put into the
wrong orbit after launch from French Guiana last august, Arianespace said Russian firm NPO
Lavochkin would correct a production flaw identified by investigators and that launches could
resume from December.

"The anomaly occurred during the flight of the launcher's fourth stage, Fregat, designed
and produced by NPO Lavochkin. It occurred about 35 minutes after liftoff, at the beginning
of the ballistic phase preceding the second ignition of this stage," said an Arianespace
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statement.

"The Inquiry Board also eliminated the hypothesis that the anomaly could have been caused
by the abnormal behavior of the Galileo satellites," said the statement.

The August hitch was the latest setback for Galileo, which has been beset by delays, financing
problems and questions over whether Europe needs to come up with a rival to the dominant
U.S. Global Positioning System and Chinese and Russian systems.

The European Union has approved a 7 billion euro ($8.8 billion) budget for Galileo
and another navigation project between now and 2020. It says Galileo will strengthen
Europe's position in a satellite-navigation market expected to be worth 237 billion euros
in 2020.
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