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Russian Lawyer to Head World's Top
Maritime Tribunal

October 02,2014

The Netherlands took the dispute to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, which ordered
Russia to release the Greenpeace ship.

A Russian lawyer has been elected the new president of the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea, a global body that caused some controversy in Russia last year following Moscow's
seizure of a Greenpeace icebreaker.

Vladimir Golitsyn, 67, was elected president Wednesday after 21 tribunal members cast votes
in a secret ballot, and he has since begun his three-year term in office, according to a
statement on the court's website.

The lawyer — a graduate of the Moscow State Institute of International Relations —
previously worked for the Soviet Foreign Ministry as well as the United Nations, and has been
a member of the tribunal since 2008.

Golitsyn, who also moonlights as a law professor, specializes in seabed and continental shelf
disputes, environmental issues and the Arctic, according to his bio on the tribunal's site.



Arctic issues came under the court's spotlight last year when Russia seized Greenpeace's
flagship vessel, the Arctic Sunrise, after it was used to stage a protest at an oil rig inside
Russia's exclusive economic zone.

The ship's crew and activists were charged with piracy and later hooliganism, but were later
released under a presidential amnesty following a stint in Russian custody. Russia also seized
the Arctic Sunrise — which was sailing under a Dutch flag — before returning it

to Greenpeace several months later.

The Netherlands took the dispute to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, which
ordered Russia to release the Greenpeace ship.

But the ruling was rejected by the Kremlin and opposed at the time by Golitsyn, one of the two
tribunal members to voice a dissenting opinion, though that did not prevent him
from clutching the tribunal's presidency this week.

The UN-endorsed, Hamburg-based tribunal is considered the world's top judiciary body
for maritime disputes, tasked with overseeing the enforcement of the UN Convention on the
Law of the Sea. It has reviewed only 22 cases since its inception in 1996.
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