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Russian Army Pilots Rescue Lone Polar
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It is also a popular breeding ground for the Arctic bear, earned it the nickname of the "polar bear
nursery."

The Russian army has reported rescuing a floundering polar bear cub, apparently lost or
abandoned by its mother, not far from a protected ''polar bear nursery' in the Arctic.

The cub was spotted by pilots flying a Mi-26 transport helicopter over the Arctic Ocean on the
shores of Wrangel Island — a UNESCO World Heritage site that critics have accused
the Russian military of endangering.

The polar bear cub allowed humans to approach it and gratefully ate some of the servicemen's
army ration, spokesman for the Eastern military district Colonel Alexander Gordeyev said,
Interfax reported Thursday.

"The exhausted and hungry cub reacted calmly to the approach of people, did not even try
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to run away," Gordeyev was quoted as saying. ''Quite the opposite, after eating warmed-up
kasha [Russian porridge] from the dry ration, it allowed itself to be loaded into a vehicle."

The crew named the cub Umka — after a cartoon polar bear character from a popular Soviet-
era animation film — and took it to a nature reserve on the island, handing it over to a
forestry official, the report said.

The Russian military is actively exploring Wrangel Island, a strict nature reserve, as part
of the country's race for Arctic oil, holding military exercises on its shores and last month
commencing the construction of a military base there.

Environmental groups have accused the military of violating Russia's domestic legislation
and international obligations to protect the island.

Earlier this week Greenpeace Russia filed a complaint with the Military Prosecutor's General
Office, with no response to date.

Wrangel Island's flora is uniquely diverse for a tundra ecosystem, with more than 400 species
of plants, many of which are in danger of extinction.

It is also a popular breeding ground for the Arctic bear, earned it the nickname of the "polar
bear nursery."
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