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The Soyuz TMA-14M spacecraft carrying the International Space Station crew of Barry Wilmore of the
U.S., Alexander Samokutyaev and Elena Serova of Russia blasts off from the launch pad at the Baikonur
cosmodrome early Friday.

A Russian Soyuz rocket safely delivered a U.S.-Russian trio to the International Space Station
(ISS) on Friday, despite a technical glitch which briefly threatened to lengthen their journey
to the $100 billion complex.

The Soyuz blasted off to the ISS from the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan at 0225 a.m.
(2025 GMT on Thursday) to take Russian Alexander Samokutyaev, his compatriot Elena
Serova and U.S. astronaut Barry Wilmore into orbit.

But shortly after all stages of the booster were shed and the spaceship reached its designated
orbit en route to the ISS, Russian media reported that one of the Soyuz's two solar arrays had
failed to deploy.
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Quoting space industry sources, the reports said that the batteries of the Soyuz had enough
energy for docking, although the crew could still be forced to take a longer, two-day journey
to the station instead of the originally planned six hours.

After a few hours, the spaceship finally safely docked at the 15-nation space station
in automatic mode and on time, at about 0815 a.m. (0215 GMT.)

The incoming crew will join Russian Commander Maxim Suraev, U.S. Flight Engineer Reid
Wiseman and Flight Engineer Alexander Gerst, a German astronaut of the European Space
Agency, to return the station to its full, six-member live-aboard team.

Suraev's crew, which has manned the space station since May, is set to return to Earth
in November. The incoming crew will serve 170 days until landing in March.

The 15-nation laboratory, which flies at an altitude of about 420 kilometers, is overseen
by Russia and the United States.

But this year the two nations' relations hit their lowest point since the Cold War following
Russia's annexation of Ukraine's Crimean peninsula, economic sanctions imposed by the
United States for the takeover and for what Washington sees as Moscow's support for pro-
Russian separatists in Ukraine.

In May, a senior Russian government official cast doubt on the long-term future of the ISS,
saying Moscow would reject a U.S. request to prolong the orbiting station's use beyond 2020.

The new crew plans to conduct about 50 scientific experiments aboard the ISS.
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