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Members of Russian ensemble perform a traditional Cossack's dance with swords during the opening
ceremony of the 3rd Krasnoyarsk Asian-Pacific International musical festival in the Siberian city of
Krasnoyarsk.

After annexing Crimea to "protect' its Russian speakers, Moscow is now seeking to increase
the number of Russian speakers in other former Soviet states, a news report said.

The Education and Science Ministry and the Foreign Ministry's branch for promoting

the Russian culture abroad, Rossotrudnichestvo, have asked for 7.6 billion rubles (almost
S$200 million) over the five years to support Russian-language education in former Soviet
states and other nations, as well as inside Russia, Izvestia reported Wednesday, citing a copy
of the agencies' request.

The report did not specify how the money would be divided among programs in various
countries, but Izvestia said the authors of the document stressed a particular decline
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of Russian-language education in former Soviet states.

The document also decried a drop in linguistic proficiency among students in Russia and the
widespread use of slang in their speech and writing, and insufficient opportunity for studying
the language in foreign countries.

"The ongoing complex of state measures, despite positive dynamics in separate indicators
over the past 10 years, has not produced a decisive positive effect on the positions of the
Russian language in the world," the ministries' report to Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev's
Cabinet was quoted as saying.

The money would be spent on supplying textbooks and manuals, providing "organizational
and methodological support,'" funding Russian schools overseas, creating a network of open-
education centers, training language teachers and helping "innovative" educational projects,
the report said.

Unidentified Education Ministry officials were cited as warning that in addition to the high
price tag on the program and the potential vulnerability of some of the funding to local
corruption, the plan could be hindered by opposition to Russia in a range of foreign countries
over its actions in Ukraine.

According to the ministry's statistics, 150 million people in the world consider Russian their
native language, including more than 120 million people in Russia and about 22 million
in other former Soviet states, Izvestia reported.

The Institute for Developing Education's director, Irina Abankina, said that more than two
decades after the Soviet collapse, many students in former Soviet republics are seeking
to learn foreign languages other than Russian, Izvestia reported.

"Russian is be an additional language, and, of course, the number of people for whom it is
the main language has declined," she was quoted as saying. The Cabinet is yet to review
the proposal and make a decision, Izvestia reported.
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