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The statue of Felix Dzerzhinsky at the Muzeon park in Moscow.

President Vladimir Putin signed a decree restoring the title "Dzerzhinsky Division" to an elite
police unit that was previously named after the founder of the Bolshevik secret police,
the Interior Ministry's internal troops press service said Monday.

Felix Dzerzhinsky founded the Cheka, a security apparatus notorious for orchestrating mass
summary executions during the Russian Civil War and the Red Terror. Established in 1924,
the unit bore his name from 1926 until 1994, when its name was changed to the Independent
Operational Purpose Division, the press service said. The Dzerzhinsky Division ensured
security at the Potsdam Conference of 1945 and the 1980 Moscow Summer Olympics. It was
also dispatched to the restive regions of Nagorno-Karabakh, North Ossetia and Chechnya
upon the demise of the Soviet Union.

Today the unit is tasked with maintaining public order in Moscow and the surrounding
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region, as well as in the North Caucasus.

Dzerzhinsky's name and image have become a highly contentious issue in modern Russia.

Earlier this month, members of the Communist Party erected a plaster monument
to Dzerzhinsky in front of the FSB's headquarters — the infamous Lubyanka — in downtown
Moscow to mark the 137th anniversary of his birth.

A 15-ton sculpture of Dzerzhinsky stood in front of Lubyanka from 1958 until 1991, when it
was toppled by protesters. There are periodically calls for the statue of the controversial figure
to be returned, though so far they have not been successful.
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