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The presence of land mines has slowed down construction of the Kerch bridge.

The removal of unexploded World War II ordnance is dogging the opening phase
of construction of a bridge to connect the Black Sea region of Crimea to the Krasnodar region
on mainland Russia, Russian Transportation Minister Maxim Sokolov said Friday.

The German army occupied the Krasnodar region for a period during World War II and heavy
fighting took place in the area.

"There is quite a lot of work to do to clear the area of land mines," Sokolov told President
Vladimir Putin in a meeting, according to a transcript posted on the Kremlin website.
"Facilities for the construction workers are in place and mine-clearing operations have
begun," he added.

A giant bridge across the Kerch Strait has been planned for years, but the project gained new
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momentum in March when Moscow annexed the southern Ukrainian region of Crimea.

Putin has ordered work to be completed on the bridge by the end of 2018. Construction began
last month and will end 14 days before Putin's deadline, Sokolov said during the meeting
in the republic of Altai in southern Siberia.

"The bridge will have a two-track electrified line running the entire length … [and] it will be
able to carry around 100 million tons of freight a year and a sufficient number of passenger
trains," Sokolov told Putin. "[It will consist of] a two-track railway line around 42 kilometers
long, and a road of around 40 kilometers in length, that will take traffic directly to the bridge
itself," he added.
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