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Russia's President Vladimir Putin (R) shakes hands with his Mongolian counterpart Tsakhia Elbegdorj
during their meeting in Ulan Bator, Mongolia.

President Vladimir Putin cited a 1939 Soviet victory over the Japanese army as a foundation
of relations with Mongolia during a visit to Ulan Bator on Wednesday, despite a risk
of upsetting Tokyo.

Putin's reference to the battles of Khalkhin Gol could be seen in Tokyo as a jibe following
Japan's sanctions on Russia over the Ukraine crisis. Japan, locked in a territorial dispute with
Russia over four Pacific islands, joined Western nations in imposing sanctions on Russia
earlier this year.

"Today we are indeed marking together the 75th anniversary of one of the central events
in our common history — the joint victory at Khalkhin Gol river," Putin said at the start
of talks with Mongolian leader Tsakhia Elbegdorj.

"Historical memory, heroic events of the past, are by all means a good foundation to build



Russian-Mongolian relations."

The victory in the Russian-Japanese conflict at Khalkhin Gol in Manchuria, a region occupied
by Japan at the time and now part of Mongolia, helped fend off a possible Japanese invasion
of Russia with Nazi Germany in 1941.

Japan has joined the West in denouncing Russia's actions in Ukraine but the government
of Shinzo Abe has trodden a fine line by imposing sanctions on a smaller scale than those
sought by Washington. Tokyo hopes this will keep relations with Russia from going into a
deep chill.

Moscow upset Tokyo by carrying out military exercises in the disputed Kuril island chain last
month.

The dispute over the islands has strained relations between Japan and Russia since the end
of World War II, when Soviet forces occupied four islands at the southern end of the Kuril
chain. The row has prevented the two countries signing a formal peace treaty.
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