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At a pro-Kremlin youth camp at Lake Seliger on Friday, President Vladimir Putin said it was
imperative to force Kiev to end its military operations and engage the separatists in eastern
Ukraine in a dialogue on "substantive issues on the rights of people in those regions."

This is indeed his strategy. His objective is not to negotiate the terms of Ukraine's drift to the
West, as German Chancellor Angela Merkel hoped to do, but to end the sovereign Ukrainian
state as we know it and then reconstitute it, with or without Western consent, as a vassal
to Moscow.

The immediate rationale for inserting some Russian forces into eastern Ukraine is to deny
Kiev military victory over the separatists and force Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko
to accept Putin's settlement terms or risk a war with Russia.

Another goal is to scare the European Union with the prospect of another bloody Bosnia-style
war in Europe and have it pressure Kiev to accept Moscow's plan for the federalization
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of Ukraine.

Such a deal would recognize Russia's implicit right to determine Ukraine's internal
and international arrangements by granting several eastern regions confederate powers,
a veto over Ukraine's geopolitical alliances and the right to pursue their own "Eurasian
integration."

That is not a plan for peace. It is a blueprint for ending the sovereign Ukrainian state.

Moscow is betting on Ukraine's economic and political collapse by the end of the year. Kiev is
projected to run out of money by October, with GDP this year dropping 6 percent.

To stop the advance of the pro-Russian separatists in the southeast, which could create a land
bridge for the Russians to Crimea, Kiev would have to mobilize and equip a million-person
army for which it has neither the money nor the time. Russia calculates that the West would
not rush to provide Ukraine with economic assistance and military aid to organize sustained
resistance to Russian advances into Ukraine.

Almost all outcomes — a frozen conflict, a Bosnia-type confederation,or a collapse of the
pro-Western government in Kiev to be replaced by a coalition of Yulia Timoshenko
and remnants of Yanukovych's regime — are acceptable to Moscow.

The unacceptable scenario is Ukraine waging a long-term war of attrition.

Ukrainian President Poroshenko's choice is stark: agree to limit Ukraine's sovereignty, walk
away from eastern regions, or fight a long and bloody war for freedom.
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