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Russian Crackdown on Political Parties
Sees Numbers Cut in Half
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Sixty-three parties of 76 registered parties are set to take part in the upcoming municipal elections on
Sept. 14.

The number of political parties in Russia has fallen from 150 in 2013 to 76 today, as the Justice
Ministry suspended the registration of six more parties this week.

On Wednesday, the ministry suspended the registration of the parties ''Democratic Choice,"
"Nonpartisan Russia," ""Great Cossack Brotherhood," "Revival of Agrarian Russia," ""Fresh
View of Russia," and "Morning," ITAR-Tass news agency reported.

Vladimir Milov, chairman of ""Democratic Choice," said in comments to Moskovsky
Komsomolets that his party had met all the requirements for registration.

"We have branches in 52 regions of Russia (by law, there should be no fewer than 43),
and each of them submits the required reports,' Milov was cited Thursday as saying.

"Of course, questions come up periodically with the required documents. In such cases,



the activities of the branch are suspended, we receive a recommendation and fix the mistake,
and then work goes on. But the Justice Ministry cannot stop the activities of the entire party
because of a mistake by one branch. I think the ministry's clerks made some sort of technical
error. Our lawyers are already on it and I have no doubt that we will quickly persuade them

to resolve this,'" Milov said.

The Justice Ministry's press service confirmed that the registration of five parties had been
suspended after they failed to submit the required documents, but no mention was made
of ""Democratic Choice," Moskovsky Komsomolets reported.

Sixty-three parties of 76 registered parties are set to take part in the upcoming municipal
elections on Sept. 14. For comparison, in 2013, there were 150 registered parties, according
to the report.

Opposition politicians have long warned they are gradually being squeezed out of Russia's
political landscape, with "filters" on the federal and regional level making it more difficult
for many opposition parties to run in elections.

Independent candidates are required to collect 5,500 voters' signatures before being allowed
onto the ballot, though many opposition politicians say authorities can easily rule these
signatures inadmissible to prevent certain parties from participating.

Several candidates from the '"For Moscow" coalition said this "filter" is precisely what
knocked them out of the Moscow City Duma election in mid-July, the report said.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2014/08/29/russian-crackdown-on-political-parties-sees-numbers-c
ut-in-half-a38872



