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U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry shakes hands with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi during a ASEAN
Regional Forum at Myanmar International Convention Centre (MICC) in Naypyitaw, Myanmar.

The United States is trying to persuade China to impose sanctions against Russia over
the ongoing conflict in Ukraine, Washington's sanctions point man has said.

In an interview with Lithuanian news portal Alfa.Lt published Thursday, U.S. State
Department Coordinator for Sanctions Policy Daniel Fried said Washington's campaign
to drum up support for sanctions on Russia had led them to South Korea and Singapore,
adding, "we had consultations with China and will continue our consultations."

So far, the U.S. has been joined by the European Union, Canada Japan, Australia, New Zealand,
Norway and Switzerland in imposing various degrees of economic sanctions on Moscow
to force the Kremlin to drop what they see as its aggressive policy in Ukraine.
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Chinese officials have repeatedly said they think the sanctions regime is not effective.

"We hope that the sides will solve the existing issues by the means of dialogue
and negotiation, and that economic and trade cooperation will not be paralyzed," official
representative of China's Foreign Ministry Khun Lei said in July statement cited by ITAR-
Tass.

Likely soon to overshoot the U.S. and become the world's biggest economy, China's reluctance
to sanction Russia undermines the West's leverage against Moscow. To be as effective as
possible, sanctions have to be multilateral, Fried said — "They can work when the world's
leading centers of economic power are more or less united."

Fried said he could not estimate the current effect of sanctions on Moscow's policy in Ukraine,
but he stated that the State Department is constantly looking for ways to apply more pressure.

The Office of Foreign Asset Controls, or OFAC, which administers and enforces trade
sanctions against foreign states, organizations and individuals is "always looking at potential
new targets for sanctions," he said. 

See also:

Russia Joins Hands With China For Anti-Terrorist Chopper Drills

China Opens Up Flow of Fruits and Vegetables to Russia

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2014/08/22/us-wants-china-to-join-in-on-russia-sanctions-a38630

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/russia-joins-hands-with-china-for-anti-terrorist-chopper-drills/505273.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/china-opens-up-flow-of-fruits-and-vegetables-to-russia/504916.html

