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German police have opened an investigation after the grave of controversial Ukrainian
politician Stepan Bandera was vandalized in the Bavarian city of Munich.

A police report said Bandera's grave, which is located in the city's Waldfriedhof cemetery, was
targeted sometime between Saturday evening and noon on the following Sunday.

A 1.8-meter marble cross on Bandera's grave was found nearby, while vases at the politician's
final resting place had been toppled over and soil scattered about, the report added.

Munich police said Bandera's relatives and the Ukrainian consul had been called to his grave
after it was vandalized.

"Many Ukrainians visit his grave regularly, so we were alerted quite quickly," a local police
spokesman told The Moscow Times by phone on Tuesday.

"We are now trying to narrow down the time frame of the attack to help the investigation,"



the spokesman added.

Bandera, who headed the Ukrainian nationalist movement during World War II, is
a controversial figure in his native homeland where some consider him a patriot, and others
denounce him as a Nazi-collaborator for siding with Germany against the Soviet Union.

Bandera fled to Munich after the war ended, and was assassinated there 13 years later, in 1959,
by a KGB agent.

According to Munich City Hall's 2013 census, there are 5792 Ukrainians and 7338 Russians
living in the city, making the two groups two of the largest among non-EU nationalities.

Munich itself is home to 1.46 million people.
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