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Russian servicemen are seen through a car window as they drive a military vehicle along a road outside
Kamensk-Shakhtinsky near the border with Ukraine, Rostov Region.

The Kremlin has denied suggestions by a Ukrainian separatist leader that his force received
dozens of tanks from Russia, reiterating Moscow's claims that it does not provide arms
to rebels, a news report said.

Commenting on a statement by Donetsk separatist premier Alexander Zakharchenko that his
force had received reinforcements from Russia, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
Govorit Moskva radio station on Sunday that "we have said repeatedly that no [military]
equipment is being supplied there."

Zakharchenko said last week that separatist forces had been bolstered by "1,200 personnel
who had trained for four months on the territory of the Russian Federation."
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He also said "reserves have been amassed" of 150 armored vehicles, including 30 tanks, but
did not specifically state that they came from Russia, according to a video of his speech posted
online.

Following Zakharchenko's comments, the German government urged Moscow to "finally
stop" deliveries of weapons to Ukrainian separatists, broadcaster Deutsche Welle reported,
citing a government spokesman.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel also discussed the alleged supplies of Russian tanks
to separatists during a telephone call with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko, the report
said.

"The subject of the discussion was, above all, the reports confirmed by the separatists about
the delivery of tanks from Russia and the reinforcement by fighters trained on Russian soil,"
Merkel's spokesman Steffen Seibert was quoted as saying on Saturday. "They agreed that
these deliveries of weapons must finally stop and that a ceasefire must be agreed."
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