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Russia, which held 19th place before the World Cup, tied South Korea in its opening game after
goalkeeper Igor Akinfeyev fumbled a direct shot.

After crashing out of the World Cup without a win, Russia's national football team has fallen
to 23rd in the FIFA world rankings published on Thursday, its lowest ranking in four years.

Russia, which held 19th place before the World Cup, tied South Korea in its opening game after
goalkeeper Igor Akinfeyev fumbled a direct shot. The team went on to lose to Belgium —
which soared to fifth place after being eliminated in the quarterfinals by tournament finalist
Argentina — and to draw with Algeria.

Other teams that have significantly dropped in the FIFA world rankings include Spain, which
dropped from first place to eighth, and England, which dropped 10 places to the 20th rank

When Fabio Capello became coach of the squad in July 2012, it was ranked 13th in the world.
The Italian national, who was reportedly the highest paid coach at the World Cup, has received
harsh criticism from Russian authorities and football circles in response to the team's poor



performance.

Russia's all-time best FIFA ranking occurred in April 1996, when the country ranked third
after its solid performance in qualifications for the European Championship.
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