
Leader of Crimean Tatars Labeled
'Extremist,' Banned From Home
By Allison Quinn

July 06, 2014

Refat Chubarov, leader of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis. Pavel Mozhayev / Wikimedia Commons

The leader of Crimea's Tatar community was banned from returning home for a period of five
years by the peninsula's prosecutor on Saturday due to "signs of extremism" allegedly
present in a speech he gave a day earlier.
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Prosecutor Natalia Poklonskaya confirmed the news on Twitter on Sunday, saying simply
"[Refat] Chubarov has been banned from entering the Russian Federation for five years."

Chubarov, the current leader of the Crimean Tatar Mejlis, was informed of the ban upon
attempting to return home from a business trip to the Kherson region of Ukraine, where
the ethnic group's council held a meeting on Saturday with Mustafa Dzhemilev, the former
head of the group.
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The meeting had to be held outside of Crimea because Dzhemilev himself was previously
barred from entering the territory, a move which prompted many human rights activists
to warn of a policy of discrimination against the Tatars back in April.

In the aftermath of his own ban, Dzhemilev said he "did not exclude the possibility" that
Chubarov would be the next to be ejected from the peninsula.

Chubarov is widely seen as more moderate than Dzhemilev and more willing to cooperate
with Russia. Still, "signs of extremism" seen in his speech Saturday were deemed sufficient
to impose the ban, according to Rossiskaya Gazeta.

Rossiiskaya Gazeta cited Crimea's Information and Mass Media Ministry as saying
a discussion with the title, "Realizing the Right of the Crimean Tatars to Self-Determination
on Their Historic Land — in Crimea" was to blame.

After being informed that he could not return home, Chubarov reportedly demanded that
Poklonskaya issue the relevant decree in the language of the Crimean Tatars, something
provided for by the peninsula's new Constitution.

Poklonskaya declined, local news outlet Crimea.Reality reported. Chubarov now has three
days to appeal the ban, which he told the regional news website QNA he intends to do.

Human rights activists and observers alike have repeatedly warned of possible unrest among
the Crimean Tatar community if they feel that they are being squeezed out or discriminated
against.

Russian authorities appear to be acutely aware of such a possibility, having sent riot police
to stand by while Chubarov was informed of his ban on Saturday, according to Crimea.Reality.

The news portal reported that six police buses and five police vans had accompanied
Poklonskaya when she informed Chubarov of the decision to ban him at the border
checkpoint.

The heavy security may have stemmed from disorder that erupted in early May when
Dzhemilev's supporters met him on the border to protest his ban. At that time, there were
clashes between police and Crimean Tatars, and Poklonskaya warned that the Crimean Tatar
Council would be liquidated if such protests continued.

Most of the outrage over Chubarov's ban came from Ukraine's Foreign Ministry on Sunday,
which compared the Tatar leader's exile to the policies of Josef Stalin during World War II,
when he deported the entire Tatar community to Central Asia.

A statement issued by the Ukraine Foreign Ministry said the "absurd" decision to bar
Chubarov from his homeland was a result of "the chauvinistic policies that Russia has been
implementing against the Crimean Tatars, continuing the tradition of Stalin, from the
beginning of the armed occupation of the peninsula to the annexation of Crimea."

President Vladimir Putin issued a decree to rehabilitate the ethnic group in April. At that time,
Putin spoke out in favor of doing everything possible to avoid any discrimination against
the Tatars.



Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2014/07/06/leader-of-crimean-tatars-labeled-extremist-banned-fro
m-home-a37050


