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The World Health Organization called the high incidence of the disease in Belarus and parts of Russia a
"disaster situation."

The World Health Organization on Thursday warned the high rates of tuberculosis in Belarus
and parts of Russia could pose a threat to health in Western Europe.

Dr. Mario Raviglione, director of the Global Tuberculosis Program at the World Health
Organization, or WHO, on Thursday called the high incidence of the disease in Belarus
and parts of Russia a "disaster situation."

Migrants from countries of the former Soviet Union who carry the infection could pose
a threat to tuberculosis, or TB, levels in Western Europe, he added.

But worldwide, China, India and South Africa are among the hardest hit by the disease.

The WHO estimates that 8.6 million people developed TB in 2012 and 1.3 million died. Some

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/author/the-moscow-times


450,000 fell ill with dangerous superbug strains in 2012, and up to 2 million people worldwide
may be infected with drug-resistant TB by 2015, it says.

The WHO on Thursday revealed an ambitious plan for rich countries to sharply reduce
tuberculosis infections and serve as a model for harder-hit countries of Africa and Asia, where
the disease still thrives.

The goal is to reduce the infection rate by a factor of 10 to fewer than 10 new TB cases per
million people per year by 2035 in each of the 33 countries, and to effectively eliminate it
by 2050.

Although the 33 targeted countries, 21 of them in Europe, have relatively low rates
of infection, the disease still kills 10,000 people a year there — predominantly homeless
people, migrants, prisoners, drug users, heavy drinkers or people with HIV/AIDS — the WHO,
said.

Common symptoms of TB are coughing with sputum and blood at times, chest pains,
weakness, weight loss and fever. But the disease, which is transmitted through the air, can
take years to develop, and it is also vital to test as early as possible to determine if a person
has a drug-resistant form.

See also:

Fight Against TB Plagued by Shortfalls

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2014/07/04/tuberculosis-levels-in-russia-and-belarus-disaster-who-
says-a37025

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/fight-against-tb-plagued-by-shortfalls/460119.html

