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Workers attending a ceremony launching the Black Sea Fleet’s new submarine in St. Petersburg on
Thursday.

The Russian Navy launched a new and improved Kilo-class diesel-electric submarine today
in St. Petersburg. Named the Rostov-on-Don, the sub will join the Black Sea Fleet and further
bolster Moscow's naval presence in the region.

"We expect that the Rostov-on-Don, following sea trials in the Baltic and Barents seas under
its own power, will come to Sevastopol at the end of the year," a Black Sea Fleet representative
said at the ceremony.

See photos of the submarine's launch here.

"In the next two years, six submarines of this type will be built for the Black Sea Fleet," he
added.
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Russia has shown a renewed strategic interest in the Black Sea since annexing the Crimean
peninsula from Ukraine in March. In addition to reinforcing its naval presence with new
submarines, Russia is currently awaiting the delivery of a French-made Mistral-class assault
carrier that will be stationed in the Crimean city of Sevastopol — home to the Black Sea Fleet.

"Submarines of this class are ideal for the Black Sea Fleet's area of operations," Vice Admiral
Alexander Fedotenkov said at the ceremony.

The Kilo-class submarines are known for being exceptionally quiet. The ship uses diesel
generators to charge its batteries, which power the electric motors that turn the ships'
propellers when it is underwater, making it even quieter than a nuclear powered submarine.

Diesel-electric submarines such as the Rostov-on-Don are much smaller than nuclear
powered submarines, such as the new Yasen-class attack submarine that joined the Northern
Fleet last week, and perform very different combat roles. While nuclear attack submarines are
designed for long range deployments in the ocean depths, diesel-electric submarines are
intended to sink surface vessels and other submarines in shallow waters closer to home.

Russia has exported 19 Kilo-class submarines over the years since they were introduced to the
Soviet Navy in the 1980s, including exports to China, Iran and India, according to the Nuclear
Threat Initiative, a nonprofit organization that tracks the proliferation behaviors of major
world powers.

See also:

Russia's Northern Fleet Gets New Nuclear Attack Submarine
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