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Following Putin's announcement, Russian political and spiritual leaders expressed support for a potential
name change of the city of Volgograd.

If the people of Volgograd want to change their city's name to Stalingrad, Russia will respect
their choice, President Vladimir Putin said when a war veteran asked about the issue during
a D-Day memorial in Normandy.

"We will do as the residents [of Volgograd] say," Putin told a crowd of veterans on Friday,
Itar-Tass reported.

Volgograd authorities announced on Saturday that the city council had not yet received any
proposals for a name change referendum. Last year, municipal authorities voted for the city
to adopt its former name for six days each year for commemorative purposes.

Volgograd was the site of the momentous Battle of Stalingrad, which took place between 1942
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and 1943, and is widely viewed as one of World War II's most decisive battles.

The city adopted the name of Stalingrad in 1925 to honor Soviet leader Josef Stalin. In 1961,
Stalin's successor, Nikita Khrushschev, changed the city's name to Volgograd in connection
with the de-Stalinization process.

Following Putin's announcement, Russian political and spiritual leaders expressed support
for a potential name change.

Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin tweeted on Friday that he "never doubted
the necessity of a return to great Stalingrad's name" but insisted it would be done "not for the
sake of Stalin but for that of Stalingraders."

Archpriest Vsevolod Chaplin of the Moscow Patriarchate said on Sunday he would not object
to a referendum on the city's name change, although he noted a preference for the name
"Tsaryn," the city's appellation prior to 1925.

"The word 'Stalingrad' already lives independently of the word 'Stalin.' It is associated with
a victory in a famous battle, with a part of our history," Chaplin said, Interfax reported.

Stalin's legacy, which encompasses both mass political repression and the defeat of Nazi
Germany, remains a contentious issue in Russia to this day.
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