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Insurgents in the eastern Ukrainian city of Donetsk occupying the local city hall on Sunday
denied entry to former Russian oil tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky, calling him a national
traitor and urging him to watch Russia's state-run media for information on the crisis.  

After his surprise release late last year, Khodorkovsky has on numerous occasions expressed
support for Ukraine's Euromaidan demonstrators and rebuked President Vladimir Putin
for Russia's annexation of Crimea and actions in Ukraine.

On Sunday, Khodorkovsky was in Donetsk to meet with the local leadership, but insurgents
stopped him on the way in the administration building and told him "there is nothing to talk
about." They said he was banned from entering the building in order to prevent unfavorable
"incidents," according to a video published on YouTube by Ukrainian television channel
Gromadske TV.
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The video showed insurgents standing near the barricade in front of City Hall surrounding
Khodorkovsky and saying, "How can we talk to you? You have already sold your motherland!"

Khodorkovsky came to Ukraine last week to organize a Russian-Ukraine forum with top
Russian and Ukrainian media experts, human rights activists and public figures gathering
to work out a solution for the Ukraine crisis.

Khodorkovsky, who spent 10 years in prison after being charged with a number of economic
crimes, has been involved in social activism since his release and currently resides
in Switzerland.
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