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A security guard looking at a satellite dish at the Dubna space communication center in the Moscow
region.

Russia's space agency chief said that Russia did not need Western space technology,
and pledged further cooperation with China amid concerns that additional U.S. sanctions
could cripple the space industry and collaborative projects like the International Space
Station, or ISS.

"We can independently perform any task," even if it means replacing Western components,
said Oleg Ostapenko, head of the Federal Space Agency, or Roscosmos, in an interview with
Vedomosti on Wednesday.

He said that Russia was still willing to continue its involvement in joint ventures, technology
transfer and production, but only if such projects are "mutually beneficial" and not used as
leverage, likely referring to the ongoing spat between Washington and Moscow over Russia's
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actions in Ukraine.

Space has already been dragged into that feud, however.

The U.S. State Department has instituted a ban on export licenses for advanced dual-use
technology, namely satellites, preventing U.S. firms from purchasing launches on Russian
rockets.

Yet, the most important commercial interaction between the U.S. and Russian space
industries, the export of two types of Russian-made rocket engine, has not been affected,
and Ostapenko said that the decision on whether to continue these exports lies with the U.S.,
not Russia.

One of the engines, the RD-180, is manufactured for use in the Atlas V rocket — the mainstay
of the U.S. rocket fleet.

In early April, NASA was ordered to suspend cooperation with Roscosmos, though it was
allowed to keep working with Russia on the ISS program. However, Ostapenko said during
the interview that Roscosmos has not been notified of the change and that cooperation
continued as normal.

In any case, ISS depends more on Russia than any of the other 14 nations involved in the
program, Ostapenko said.

Russia's Soyuz rocket is currently the only way astronauts and cosmonauts can reach
the station, and Ostapenko expressed confidence that Russia will continue to enjoy its
dominance of the international launch market, despite the U.S.' ongoing work on an
alternative to Soyuz.

U.S. commercial space firm SpaceX expects to complete work on a manned version of its
Dragon spacecraft by 2015.

"We are absolutely competitive, and the backlog that we have and that we are accumulating
enables us to claim superiority over our colleagues," Ostapenko said. "We are working hard
to make our solutions competitive, including in terms of cost."

Russia is actively working with China, the newest player in the space industry, and will
continue working with them on a number of programs, particularly in the field of deep space
exploration, he added.

While Russia weighs up a recent NASA proposal to stretch the lifespan of the ISS to at least
2024, China, which has been left out of the ISS program, is working on deploying its first
large, multi-module space station, and is also pursuing a manned moon program.
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