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A 10th-grade student accused of shooting dead two people at a school in Moscow in February
could avoid prosecution after being declared insane, a news report said Tuesday.

Psychiatrists conducted a four-week-long assessment of suspected shooter Sergei Gordeyev
starting in mid-March and diagnosed him as suffering from paranoid schizophrenia
and requiring urgent medical treatment, an unidentified police official told Izvestia.

It became clear during the preliminary stage of the evaluation that Gordeyev's behavior was
"anomalous" and pointed toward mental disorder and hyperactivity.

Gordeyev "didn't lie down, didn't sleep, was constantly in motion and at odds with the other
patients," the official said.

He has been transferred from the Serbsky psychiatric hospital to Moscow's Butyrka prison,
which has a psychiatric ward.



Gordeyev's lawyer declined to comment on the report, because he has yet to be notified about
the conclusions of the psychological assessment.

If a court rules that Gordeyev must undergo mandatory treatment in a closed institution, he
could be kept there for decades while a special commission assesses his psychological
condition yearly, the report said. If psychiatrists later decide that he no longer represents
a threat to society, he could be released.

On Feb. 3, Gordeyev entered School No. 263 in the Otradnoye district in Moscow's northeast
armed with two rifles, at least one of which belonged to his father, and took about 20 children
hostage.

In the course of the attack, he shot dead a teacher and a police officer and wounded a second
police officer. His father later arrived at the school and convinced his son to give up his
weapons.

Read more:

First-Ever School Shooting Prompts Debate on Security
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