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Pavel Durov, the founder of popular social networking site Vkontakte.

Vkontakte founder Pavel Durov said he sold his share in the social networking site because
of a conflict with the Federal Security Service, or FSB, over data protection and the privacy
of its users in Ukraine.

In a message posted Thursday on his Vkontakte account, Durov said that in December the FSB
demanded that he hand over the personal details of people who were members of a Vkontakte
group dedicated to the Euromaidan protest movement. He also posted a copy of the supposed
FSB order.

From November through February, so-called Euromaidan activists played an active role
in organizing demonstrations in Kiev against the government of former Ukrainian President
Viktor Yanukovych.
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However, Durov said he refused to supply the information, and as a result was forced
to "sacrifice a lot," including his share in Vkontakte.

In January, Durov sold his 12 percent share in the company to MegaFon CEO Ivan Tavrin.

"To give the personal details of Ukrainians to the Russian authorities would not only be
against the law, but also a betrayal of all those millions of people in Ukraine who trusted us,"
Durov said.

"The freedom to disseminate information is the essential right of a postindustrial society.
Without this right, the existence of Vkontakte makes no sense," he added.

Durov also said that he has faced mounting pressure in recent weeks to shut down access to an
online group dedicated to the activities of opposition leader and anti-corruption blogger
Alexei Navalny.

In March, Russia's media regulator restricted access to several opposition websites, including
Navalny's blog on LiveJournal, on the grounds that they called "for participation
in unauthorized rallies."

"On March 13, the Prosecutor General requested that I shut down Alexei Navalny's anti-
corruption group, threatening to restrict access to Vkontakte. But I did not close the group
in December 2011" when a large demonstration against then-Prime Minister Vladimir Putin
took place in Moscow "and, of course, it is not closed now" Durov said.
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