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State Duma lawmakers have asked for an investigation to be opened against Mikhail Gorbachev for his
role in the collapse of the U.S.S.R.

Several State Duma lawmakers have asked for an investigation to be opened against former
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev for his role in the 1991 collapse of the U.S.S.R., a news
report said.

Five lawmakers from the pro-Kremlin United Russia faction, the Communist Party and the
Liberal Democratic Party have sent a request to Prosecutor General Yury Chaika asking him
to check the events surrounding the union's dissolution, Izvestia reported Thursday.

The lawmakers say the then Soviet leadership — headed by Gorbachev — acted illegally
to bring about the collapse, despite more than 77 percent of voters casting ballots in March
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1991 in favor of preserving the Soviet Union.

They also say that recent political protests, which in February led to the overthrow of the
Moscow-backed administration in Ukraine and brought to power a new government that
Russia considers illegitimate, call for a review of the Soviet collapse.

"An assessment of today's institutions of power requires a thorough and accurate legal
analysis of the events of 1991," said Yevgeny Fyodorov, a deputy from the ruling United Russia
party.

"We are still reaping the consequences of the events of 1991," said Mikhail Degtaryov of the
Liberal Democratic Party. "People in Kiev are dying and will continue to die at the fault
of those who many years ago at the Kremlin made a decision to break up the country."

Ukraine declared its independence from the Soviet Union in August 1991, shortly after
hardline communists attempted a coup in Moscow against then-President Gorbachev.

A formal agreement to break up the Soviet Union was signed three months later by the leaders
of the Soviet republics of Russia, Ukraine and Belarus at a meeting in which Gorbachev did not
take part.
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