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Zhirinovsky Proposes U.S. Removal
From G8, Takes Swipe at Russian
Alphabet
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Liberal Democratic Party leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky playing football.

Liberal Democratic Party leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky said Wednesday that the U.S. should be
kicked out of the G8 and described Western sanctions imposed on Russia as unacceptable.

"These threats to exclude us from the G8, who gave them the right?" Zhirinovsky said
Wednesday at the State Duma, adding that Russia, which is hosting the G8 summit in Sochi
this year, should demand that the G8 excludes the U.S. for "attacking Kosovo, Iraq,

and Libya."

Earlier this month, Britain and France withdrew from preparations for the summit, casting
doubt on whether it will go ahead.

Later at a Duma plenary session, Zhirinovsky said that America should impeach U.S. President
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Barack Obama "for financing extremist fringe groups in Ukraine," Interfax reported.

Zhirinovsky challenged the legitimacy of sanctions against Russia, saying that international
bodies should only impose them in connection with ''some terrible events."

He said that only "barbarians" can talk about taking sanctions against a country that is trying
to defend people, echoing the Kremlin's conviction that Russian speakers in Ukraine need
to be protected from far-right groups.

He said that foreigners invest more in the Russian economy than Russians invest abroad and,
as such, Western sanctions are self-defeating.

Known for making outrageous and often bizarre statements, Zhirinovsky also took exception
to the Russian alphabet, lobbying for the letter ""bI" to be removed from the Russian alphabet.

He accused bl — pronounced from the back of the throat — of being a '"'nasty letter" that does
not endear the Russian language to Europeans, Regnum reported.

Russians adopted the letter from the Mongols, Zhirinovsky said, adding that younger children
struggle with its pronunciation.

In November, Zhirinovsky advised his party members to have sex no more than four times
ayear and in February recommended that couples kiss each other on the forehead rather than
on the lips, but only after that area had been disinfected.
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