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European Parliament Will Not Call for
Snowden Asylum, Report Says
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The European parliament will not include a proposal to grant asylum to U.S. intelligence
leaker Edward Snowden in a report on surveillance, though individual states might make their
own decisions, a news report said.

"The European Union does not have the power to grant asylum as the European Union, so this
is something for individual member states," Claude Moraes, a British member of the
legislature from the Labor Party, said on Wednesday, euronews reported.

The asylum proposal was put forward by the European Green Party as an amendment to a
report on the scale and the impact of mass surveillance, which gained international attention
when Snowden leaked classified National Security Agency information last summer.

The proposed amendment said that parliament "calls on EU member states to drop criminal
charges, if any, against Edward Snowden and to offer him protection from prosecution,
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extradition or rendition by third parties, in recognition of his status as whistleblower
and international human rights defender," The Guardian reported.

German Green Party member and a co-author of the amendment, Jan-Philip Albrecht, said
that rejecting the asylum call from the report on surveillance fallout was "ridiculous."

"The only reason for this whole thing is Snowden and now he doesn't get mentioned,"
Albrecht said.

The former defense contractor's lawyers confirmed that Snowden would be able to speak
to the European Parliament via video link after a committee invited him to testify about
the report, though the legislative body is still unsure what form the testimony could take.

Snowden is now living at an undisclosed location in Russia, where he received political asylum
in August after a lengthy stay in the transit area of Moscow's Sheremetyevo Airport.
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