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Yanukovych Appoints New Chief of Staff
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An official in Ukraine who has been serving as a top government adviser on security was
appointed Friday to head the presidential administration as a wave of demonstrations
continues to plague the former Soviet nation's authorities.

The appointment of Andrei Klyuyev, who has headed a working group tasked with negotiating
with the opposition, has been slammed by government critics as a signal of intransigence
by the president's office.

Sergei Sobolev, head of the opposition Fatherland party's parliamentary faction, told RIA
Novosti that Klyuyev was most likely being brought in to quell the protest movement.

"T am sure that the recent events haven't taught [President Viktor] Yanukovych anything,
and I believe that Klyuyev ... remains committed to the option of [using] force to resolve this
developing crisis," Sobolev said.

Klyuyev, a wealthy businessman and long-time political ally of President Viktor Yanukovych,
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replaces Sergei Lyovochkin, who unexpectedly resigned last week amid a broad government
shake-up.

Russian news website Lenta.ru suggested that ex-Security Council head Klyuyev was
replacing Lyovochkin because the latter had not agreed with using heavy-handed measures
to suppress unrest in central Kiev.

Dozens of protestors and riot police have been injured in clashes that began earlier this week.
Two protestors have been officially confirmed dead, while the opposition claims at least five
people have been killed.

Anti-government protesters have brought the heart of Kiev to a standstill for almost two
months by occupying the central Independence Square in response to a government decision
to pull back from a deal to forge closer relations with the European Union in favor of enhanced
ties with Russia.

While initially focused on the EU decision, discontent in Ukraine has steadily taken on a more
general anti-government character.
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