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DAKAR — Senegalese authorities say they have released a Russian boat that was caught
fishing illegally off the coast of the West African nation.

Fisheries Minister Ali Haidar said late Wednesday that the vessel was allowed to leave after
the Russian ship owner paid a fine of 600 million West African francs ($1.26 million), which
he said was placed into the public treasury.

The boat had been found near the border between Senegal and Guinea-Bissau on Jan. 5
and had been escorted to the port in Dakar.

The Russian ship owner had accused the environmental group Greenpeace of having been
behind Senegal's seizure.
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