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Greenpeace activists Dimitry Litvinov, left, and Peter Willcox posing outside a St. Petersburg immigration
office.

As the last Greenpeace activist detained in the Arctic 30 protest received notification Thursday
that he was cleared of all charges under a recently passed amnesty, several other international
activists who had already been granted amnesty received permission to leave Russia.

The news marks the end of a saga that has seen activists of 19 different nationalities spend
several weeks in Russian detention despite an international outcry over the case and Western
demands to release the suspects.

Twenty-eight Greenpeace activists, as well as a Russian photographer and a British
videographer, were charged with piracy — which was later changed to hooliganism — for
staging a protest against oil drilling at Gazprom's Prirazlomnaya oil platform in the Barents
Sea in September.
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As of Thursday, seven members of the group had been granted visas from the Federal
Migration Service, while others expected to receive their visas by the end of the week. Activists
from countries that share a visa-free regime with Russia – Ukraine, Brazil, Turkey and
Argentina – were allowed to leave the country immediately.

Greenpeace said it expected the case against the Arctic 30 to be closed and vowed to continue
its campaign against oil drilling in the Arctic.

“We will not abandon our program in the Arctic. The story in the Barents sea will be taken into
account. We are thinking about what the best way to continue our protest is – whether to keep
it as tough as it was before or to choose a more moderate way. But the risk zone is clear for us
now, people are of primary importance,” Vladimir Chuprov, head of the Energy program at
Greenpeace Russia, said by phone.

“We have already sent four requests to the Prosecutor General's Office after Gazprom started
drilling last week, and this is just the beginning,” he said.

One of the Arctic Sunrise crew members, Anthony Perrett from Wales, who was the first on
Thursday to receive a visa from the Federal Migration Service allowing him to leave the
country, told BBC Radio Wales earlier this week that he intended to carry on the campaign but
would never do anything in Russia again.  

Despite the news of the activists being able to return home for the holidays, many of them
were frustrated that they would not be recognized as innocent, since the amnesty simply
closed the case.

“Such a decision can't be considered fair,” Greenpeace International spokesperson Dmitry
Litvinov said in a statement on Wednesday. “I'm happy to come back home but this is not the
end of the story – the Arctic still needs to be protected.”

Denis Sinyakov, a freelance photographer who was on assignment when he was arrested
together with other crew members, wrote on Facebook that he did not want to accept the
amnesty because it implied that the charges against him and the others were fair. He said he
was forced to accept the amnesty by investigators who told him there would be a new case if
new evidence appeared in the future.

“According to Russian law, there is always a chance the case will be reopened or a new case
will be opened because of new facts. It is not clear why investigators are intimidating
Greenpeace people with that,” Anton Beneslavsky, one of Greenpeace's lawyers, said by
phone.

He said the amnesty did not mean that the crew members had admitted guilt, since the only
document they needed to sign was their consent to use the amnesty to stop prosecution
against them.

Greenpeace is expecting the case against its activists to be closed in the coming days and all
the equipment, including the Arctic Sunrise ship, to be returned to the organization.

The Arctic Sunrise is currently under arrest in Murmansk. Beneslavsky said that it would
likely to be released only after the New Year's holidays.
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