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MegaFon, the official mobile operator for the Winter Olympic Games in Sochi, said it has
opened its 3G network to other cell companies, enabling their subscribers to use mobile
Internet at the sporting venues during the Games.

The company has reached agreements with other major Russian mobile operators for "inter-
operator guest roaming," and increased network bandwidth throughout the sporting venues
at between 40 and 110 percent, MegaFon's official statement said Monday.

Normally, inter-operator roaming is used in emergencies when the network of one operator
goes down, and its customers connect to another operator for emergency calls. In Sochi inter-
operator roaming was enabled because MegaFon and Rostelecom were the only companies
allowed to erect mobile towers around the new sporting facilities, effectively preventing other
operators from providing coverage in those areas.
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Initially the inter-operator roaming was meant to be automatic, but after a series
of unsuccessful tests last month, a decision was made that foresaw subscribers having
to switch manually. In order to make voice calls and use 3G Internet, users will have to dig
into the settings of their mobile phones and select MegaFon from the menu of available
networks.

4G LTE, however, will only be available to MegaFon's own customers, according to a
journalist from Cnews.ru who had recently tested the system.

Switching to MegaFon from Beeline was easy, the journalist said, but then the phone stopped
working when the phone returned to Beeline's coverage area. The phone had to be switched
off and on again before it regained functionality.

MegaFon's press service said the company was aware of the problems. "The inter-operator's
data roaming was switched on less then two weeks ago," MegaFon spokesman Maxim Motin
said. "The problems that are discovered will be ironed out by the time the Games start," he
added.
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