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Russia could convert more of its RS-20 ballistic missiles to launch domestic satellites in place
of other less reliable rockets, the commander of the country's Strategic Missile Force said.

Nineteen RS-20 missiles, known in the West as the SS-18 Satan, have been converted for use
by ISC Kosmotras to launch mostly foreign satellite payloads since 1999. The converted
missile is known as the Dnepr rocket.

"There have been recent proposals for the use of the Dnepr for launching our satellites in light
of the problems with our other launchers," Karakaev said Tuesday. He added that while
the decision was not his to make, the Strategic Missile Force was ready to meet the task.

A Russian Proton rocket exploded shortly after launch at the Baikonur Cosmodrome in July,
showering the surrounding Kazakh countryside with 600 tons of blazing, highly toxic rocket
fuel.
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Proton launches were suspended for three months following the accident and Kazakhstan —
which leases the Baikonur launch facility to Russia for $115 million annually — remains
concerned about reimbursement for the costs of the cleanup effort.

Russia's new Angara rocket, slated to provide launch services in multiple weight classes, has
suffered a string of delays. Its first launch is currently scheduled for mid-2014.

The RS-20, first launched in 1973, is the most powerful ICBM in the world. The Strategic
Missile Force is phasing out the weapon by 2018 to 2020, when it will be replaced by the new
Sarmat heavy missile, Karakaev said.

The Dnepr is launched from Baikonur as well as a site in Russia's Orenburg region.

Karakaev said the rocket's use of highly toxic propellants was its only drawback. A Dnepr
rocket crashed in Kazakhstan following an onboard failure in 2006.

A Dnepr rocket last month successfully delivered 32 satellites from 18 countries into orbit,
breaking the previous world record for the number of satellites in a single launch, according
to space industry analysts.
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