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As you read this, a power outage is affecting much of Africa and South Asia. After hundreds
of billions of aid dollars have been spent on the energy sector, 1.4 billion people continue

to live in a state of permanent blackout. Governments can address this challenge when they
meet in Moscow for foreign aid negotiations from Dec. 16 to 17.

The problem is that most rural poor in Africa and South Asia are not connected to the electric
grid, and centralized power projects are not an economic way of reaching them. The Grand
Inga scheme will supply power to the mining sector and the big cities, not the disconnected
African population. The rural poor will pay the price for centralized dams and fossil fuel
projects, but are unlikely to benefit from them.

Better solutions exist. The International Energy Agency found that 70 percent of rural areas
are best electrified by local solutions based on solar, wind and micro-hydropower projects.
Watt for watt, such solutions are already now cheaper than what the Grand Inga scheme could
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deliver 15 years from now.

Just as mobile phones have made landlines unnecessary, renewable energy technologies allow
poor countries to leapfrog the centralized power systems that have electrified industrialized
countries.

In 2013, only 8 percent of the World Bank's energy lending focused on expanding access
for the poor. The World Bank plans to increase its support for large dams such as Inga 3,
the first stage of the Grand Inga scheme. This approach will not address the global power
outage. Institutions such as the newly created Green Climate Fund are better placed

to promote clean local energy solutions for the poor than the World Bank.

At the invitation of the Russian government, donor countries will meet in Moscow next week
to negotiate their contributions for the World Bank fund for the poorest countries. The World
Bank has identified Inga 3 as a model project for this fund. If they are serious about ending
the global power outage, donor governments should shift their energy dollars from the World
Bank to mechanisms that focus on rural electrification.

Such a shift will reduce energy poverty while protecting the climate and local ecosystems.
Peter Bosshard is policy director of International Rivers, a nonprofit organization based
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on them.
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