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Tatyana Ovechkina is the human bridge between Moscow 1980 and Sochi 2014. No time travel
required.

Born in Moscow in 1950, Ovechkina was a star basketball player on the Soviet national team
that won two Olympic gold medals in Moscow and Montreal, the 1975 World Championships
and six European Championships, successes that earned her the Soviet Order of the Badge
of Honor and the Order of Friendship of Peoples.

Another of Ovechkina's many successses has been raising Russia's most recognizable hockey
player, her son Alexander Ovechkin.

The younger Ovechkin, an all-star winger for the Washington Capitals, will compete in his
third Olympic Games in Sochi, 34 years after his mother triumphed in Moscow.
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Ovechkina spoke to The Moscow Times about her experience at the 1980 Moscow Games.

Q: Your son Alexander will experience the Olympics in today's Russia, and you experienced
them in the Soviet Union. Do you think your respective Olympic experiences will be
comparable?

A: I cannot say anything about Sochi. I do not know how it is going to be. I only wish that
Alexander's experience in Sochi will be just as wonderful as mine was in Moscow.

The Moscow Olympics really showcased athletes at the highest level. Everything was fantastic.

We were very well fed, and there were all sorts of concerts and performances as part of the
cultural program. We were housed in nice apartments and everything was taken care of for us.

Q: Do you think the boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympic ruined the Games?

A: No, I do not think the boycott spoiled the Games. The level of play was still very high
and the atmosphere was great, in spite of the boycott.

The atmosphere in Moscow in the summer of 1980 was very friendly and welcoming.

We athletes all knew each other well. We even made friends with Bulgarian and Czech
women's basketball teams.

It was a shame, of course, that the Americans were not there. But it wasn't a problem, we still
had a great tournament.

Q: What kind of changes did you notice in Moscow during the Games?

A: Moscow really changed a lot during the Games. There were very few people in the streets
and no traffic jams. The city was quiet and calm.

But I guess we also had a great feeling of calm because we were at home, in our country
and our hometown.
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