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The crash
site of the Boeing 737 in Kazan. (Emergency Situations Ministry)

A British woman was among the fifty people who died when a plane crashed while landing
at Kazan International Airport in the republic of Tatarstan on Sunday, the regional
emergencies department said.

Among the victims were six crew members and 44 passengers, including the President
of Tatarstan's son Irek Minnikhanov, and two girls — Kazan residents Daria Artashina, 11,
and Alina Kashapova, 15. Briton Donna Bull, 53, was also on the flight.

Bull worked for Bellerbys College as a coordinator of A-level preparation courses and was
an education consultant for Russian schools, RIA Novosti reported Monday, citing unspecified
Russian education organizations' websites.



Firemen
and rescue workers worked through the night to put out the fire. (Emergency Situations
Ministry)

The 23-year-old Boeing 737-500 jet, operated by Tatarstan Airlines, was bound
from Moscow's Domodedovo Airport to Kazan. It hit the ground and burst into flames
between the runway and a taxi strip at 7:25 p.m. Moscow time, regional investigators said.

The Boeing
737 was operated by air carrier Tatarstan Airlines. (Emergency Situations Ministry)

As the plane was approaching the runway air traffic control heard that the plane "was not



in landing position," an unidentified investigator told Interfax.

Among
the victims were six crew members and 44 passengers. (Emergency Situations Ministry)

Investigative Committee spokesman Vladimir Markin said that all possible causes are being
considered, including technical failure, crew error, poor weather conditions and low quality
fuel, Rossia 24 reported.

(Emergency
Situations Ministry)

The airline said that the jet was technically sound and made a return flight from Kazan



to Yerevan, Armenia, on Sunday before going on to Moscow. Routine technical checks were
carried out before the flights, the airline said, adding that the pilot was highly experienced.

The black box has not yet been recovered from the wreckage.

The airline
said the jet was technically sound and passed routine security checks. (Emergency Situations
Ministry)

Tatarstan Airlines leased the jet from AWAS Aviation Capital from Dec. 2008. Prior to that it
was operated by seven other airlines, including Air France, Uganda Airlines and Bulgaria Air,
Planespotters.net reported.



Rescue
workers stood by distressed relatives at the site of the crash. (Emergency Situations Ministry)

On Monday morning, five flights from Kazan International Airport were canceled and another
20 were delayed. A number of scheduled flights have been redirected to nearby airports.

(Emergency
Situations Ministry)

Tatarstan's president, Rustam Minnikhanov, has declared Nov. 18 a day of mourning,
ordering state flags to be lowered throughout the republic, canceling entertainment television
programs and instructing the Cabinet of Ministers to prepare suggestions for assisting



the bereaved families, Tatarstan's government said in a website statement.
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