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McCartney Urges Putin to Release
Greenpeace Activists

By Oleg Sukhov
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The former Beatles band member is the latest of musicians who have been vocal in their support of the
Arctic 30. Paul McCartney

Ex-Beatles star Paul McCartney on Thursday published a letter to President Vladimir Putin,
urging him to help release the 28 Greenpeace activists and two journalists held in custody
for attempting to board an Arctic oil rig.

McCartney dismissed accusations that the protesters had been "doing the bidding of Western
governments' and had threatened the safety of Gazprom Neft employees when they held
a protest near the company's Prirazlomnaya platform in the Pechora Sea in September.

"T am writing to assure you that the Greenpeace I know is most certainly not an anti-Russian
organization. In my experience they tend to annoy every government!" he wrote. ""And they
never take money from any government or corporation anywhere in the world."
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Critics have accused Greenpeace of using its protests to undermine Russian companies in the
interest of their foreign competitors, while supporters of the group have argued that

the detainees, who could be sentenced to jail terms on hooliganism charges, are political
prisoners.

The musician also called on Putin to weigh in on the issue despite saying that Russian courts
are independent — a constitutional provision that many analysts believe to be a dead letter
in the country.

"Tunderstand, of course, that the Russian courts and the Russian presidency are separate,"
McCartney said. ""Nevertheless I wonder if you may be able to use whatever influence you have
to reunite the detainees with their families"

McCartney said he still often thought about Russia, though many years had passed since his
high-profile concert on Red Square in 2003 — his first performance in the country, which
drew tens of thousands of people. He also cited ""Back in the U.S.S.R.," a 1968 Beatles song
devoted to the Soviet Union that is still highly popular in Russia.

"Been away so long I hardly knew the place, gee it's good to be back home," he wrote. "Could
you make that come true for the Greenpeace prisoners?"

The Beatles gained huge popularity in the Soviet Union, with the authorities initially
attempting to thwart their influence and then conceding by releasing official records of the

group.

McCartney has closely followed political developments in Russia. In August 2012, he wrote
a letter of support for three members of the Pussy Riot punk group who were jailed then
for singing an anti-Putin song in the Christ the Savior Cathedral.
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