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Irwin Cotler, a Canadian MP and former justice minister, will head the Magintsky Group.

Lawmakers from 21 countries have formed a commission to promote sanctions against
Russian officials implicated in the prison death of whistle-blowing lawyer Sergei Magnitsky
in 2009.

The Justice for Sergei Magnitsky commission, which was holding its inaugural meeting at the
European Parliament in Brussels on Wednesday, includes lawmakers from Canada, Britain,
France, Germany, Spain, Poland and 15 other countries.

It is headed by Irwin Cotler, a former Canadian justice minister and attorney general who
served as lawyer to prominent prisoners of conscience such as Nelson Mandela in South Africa
and Natan Sharansky in the Soviet Union, according to its website.

"This will be the inaugural launch of a global, coordinated campaign to impose Magnitsky
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sanctions internationally," Cotler said in an e-mailed statement.

"The Magnitsky case has come to represent all that's wrong with Putin's Russia," he added.
"By forming the inter-parliamentary group on the Magnitsky case, we hope to give
expression to the best initiatives from parliaments around the world and implement them
across the countries represented by parliamentarians participating in this group."

The group timed its first meeting with the fourth anniversary of Magnitsky's death on Nov.
16, 2009, said a spokesman for Hermitage Capital, once Russia's largest foreign investment
fund and the employer of Magnitsky at the time of his death.

Magnitsky was imprisoned in 2008 after he accused officials, including those who arrested
him, of embezzling millions of dollars from the government in a tax scheme.

His death in pre-trial detention raised an international outcry, leading the U.S. last year
to pass the Magnitsky Act blacklisting Russian officials implicated of human rights violations.

An investigation by the Kremlin human rights council found that Magnitsky's death followed
a severe beating by prison guards, although a criminal investigation into the case was closed
over lack of evidence earlier this year.

Also this year, Magnitsky was convicted of tax evasion in the first posthumous trial in Russian
history.
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