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A computer rendering of how the lot that formerly was home to the Rossiya hotel will look after the park
is done.

A concept developed by an American studio has won the international competition to design a
park on the  site of the oldest settlement outside the Kremlin walls in Moscow.

One of the few remaining underdeveloped sites in Moscow’s center, Zaryadye previously was
occupied by the Rossiya hotel, the largest in the world before 1990 and the largest in Europe
before its demolition in 2006.

In January 2012, then-Prime Minister Vladimir Putin proposed building a park on the site of
the hotel, which currently remains barren, instead of office or residential developments as
was previously planned.

The winning project was developed by New York-based design firm Diller Scofidio Renfro,
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which designed the High Line elevated park in Manhattan, and aims to create a strong bond
between nature, the city and the surrounding monuments.

The territory will be divided into four typical Russian landscape zones: tundra, steppe, forest
and marsh — each providing a different perspective onto the Kremlin. The project’s website
said the park will use “sustainable technologies, such as temperature regulation, wind control
and natural light stimulation” in order to achieve the result.

Parkzaradye.com

The new park will be the city's first in 50 years.

Speaking at the announcement ceremony, Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin said that City Hall
is looking into expanding the area by turning the adjacent Ulitsa Varvarka into a pedestrian
area and using the territory of the Bolshoi Moskvoretsky bridge nearby.

The final design will use the best elements of the other projects as well. Finalists included a
Russian concept that came in second and a Dutch design which finished third.

Cost estimates for implementing the designs that were offered range from $171 million to
$230 million. City authorities have said they would like the final bill to come in under $200
million. It is the first new park to be built in Moscow in the last 50 years.
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