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Russian cosmonaut Oleg Kotov holding the Olympic torch in space.

If any country can surpass Russia's achievement of sending the Olympic torch on a spacewalk,
Sochi 2014 Winter Games organizing committee president Dmitry Chernyshenko would like
to see them try.

In what has already become one of the most enduring images associated with February's 2014
Winter Games, two Russian cosmonauts took an unlit torch into open space on Saturday
and photographed themselves holding it up with a glowing Earth hanging majestically behind
them.

Screen grabs of cosmonaut Oleg Kotov holding up the red and silver torch were splashed
across the front pages of leading media outlets in the hours that followed, with millions
following the event live over the Internet.
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"We have shown the entire world what we are capable of, very vividly," Chernyshenko told R-
Sport. "If anyone can do better, let them try," he joked.

"The reaction across the globe has been extremely positive. Everyone has been talking about
it, it has had immense attention and there has been real respect, without irony, that Russia
has put a torch in space," he said.

"The idea was to unite the country around this event, and we succeeded. We can draw
a parallel with sport's highest achievements."

Chernyshenko noted that the entire endeavor cost Russia very little because the spacewalk
was required anyway to conduct routine maintenance on the international space station. It
was the first time a torch had ever been exposed to the vacuum of space.

The extra-vehicular activity, known as Russian EVA 26, lasted six hours and featured three
main tasks: A symbolic handover of the torch from one cosmonaut to the other; maintenance
on a work station that was installed during the station's last EVA in August; and the
deactivation of a piece of equipment installed in 2011 and designed to help with earthquake
predictions.

The torch will be transported back to Earth to land Monday in the Kazakh steppe with
the Soyuz TMA 09M. It will be kept and used to light the Olympic cauldron at the Fisht
Stadium in Sochi at the opening ceremony for Russia's first Winter Games on Feb 7.
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