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French Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault testing an exhibit at the Open Innovations Expo in Moscow as
Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev looks on. Alexander Astafyev

Good infrastructure, a secure environment and exponentially increasing computer power
guarantee the growth of innovative solutions to global problems, political and technology
leaders told attendees of the International Forum for Innovative Development in Moscow
on Thursday.

Russia has the intellectual capital, education and state support to become a technology leader,
said Peter Diamandis, an American engineer, physician and entrepreneur. Diamandis,
a keynote speaker at the Open Innovations Forum, is the founder and chairman of the X Prize
Foundation, whose mission is to bring about radical breakthroughs for the benefit
of humanity.

By 2023, an average computer will have the speed at which the human brain does visual
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and auditory processing, and 25 years later it will have the computation ability of the entire
human race, Diamandis said.

Companies need to embrace this reality, because "this is what is going to drive innovation like
never before," Diamandis said. "Innovation is the process by which we share ideas. And this is
how you solve problems."

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev, speaking at the forum, reassured the audience about
the government's commitment to support innovation and research.

"We tried to use the best of foreign, including Finnish and French, experience in forming our
own innovation infrastructure, and a large amount of money has been invested. But it is
important to make sure that each element of this infrastructure solves a clearly defined task …
on all stages of the innovation cycle," Medvedev said.

His Finnish counterpart, Prime Minister Jyrki Katainen, who was also present, stressed
the importance of creating the type of surroundings in which people can meet and share
experiences. "Success is driven by knowledge," he said.

The Prime Minister of France, Jean-Marc Ayrault, also said that the role of the government
was to provide a secure environment to facilitate scientific research. But if research is not
turned into real technology, the effort is wasted, he added.

The presence of high-level officials led to the usual security precautions and entry screening,
while the Federal Guards Service issued high-tech proximity cards to all those who
successfully ran their gauntlet. Despite the expected advances in computing spoken of at
the event, the participant database lacked full information on all attendees and some
representatives of the press and even event sponsors were denied entry.

The thousands of participants who did make it in heard from a wide range of global experts,
including Stephen Oesterle, a senior vice president at medical technology firm Medtronic,
who said that medicine was one of the areas where Russia was expected to excel.

"Unlike pharmaceuticals, medical devices are not discoveries. They are inventions," Oesterle
said in an interview on the sidelines of the forum.

"It starts at a bedside with thoughtful physicians, who think of better ways they could help
a patient — you have such physicians. Then, it needs thoughtful engineers — you have very
good engineers as well. And you have pockets of very excellent software engineers. Then you
need technical universities. And you have them too. So, what is missing?" Oesterle said.

"I believe it is two things," he continued. "First, there has not been enough risk capital
available in this part of the world. Second, for many years, your country has not had a culture
of entrepreneurship and innovation. There are not many role models in this industry
in Russia. But I see it changing. With capital and young leaders, you will have the set."

Russian people need to believe in themselves, said Konstantin Fokin, chief executive of the
Innovation Development Center of Moscow, which represented the Moscow government
at the event. When foreigners see Russian people projecting confidence in what they do, they



also want to be a part of what is happening in our country, he added.
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