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Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev dismissed Gennady Onishchenko as chief of the Federal
Consumer Protection Service and appointed him as an adviser, Medvedev's spokeswoman
said late Wednesday.

The sanitary doctor, known for dishing out unorthodox health warnings over the years, was
dismissed because an annual contract that he signed had expired, spokeswoman Natalya
Timakova told Russian news agencies.

But the decision actually was made because Onishchenko was running afoul of Medvedev too
often, an official close to the Kremlin told Vedomosti. Onishchenko started trade wars with
countries that Medvedev was trying to establish closer economic ties with, refusing to take
orders from anyone but President Vladimir Putin, the official said.
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Read our list of Onishchenko's 10 most memorable warnings.

Deputy Prime Minister Olga Golodets, who has accompanied Medvedev to China, announced
that Onishchenko had quit Tuesday (See related article). She said his term had come to an end,
prompting a flurry of jokes from bloggers who quipped that the doctor was past his expiration
date.

Onishchenko, 63, denied that he had been dismissed, saying that the "strange individual"
who made the announcement was in no position to determine his future career.

Putin's spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, said Onishchenko's work was highly valued by the
Kremlin and that he had not seen any documents relating to the dismissal.

Health Minister Veronika Skvortsova said earlier Wednesday that she expected Onishchenko
to continue to work in a prominent position in Russia's health care system.

Medvedev's spokeswoman said Onishchenko's deputy, Anna Popova, would take over as
acting chief of the consumer watchdog. Golodets had announced Popova's pending promotion
Tuesday.

Onishchenko — who previously advocated the use of flu masks as an "accessory" for women's
faces and advised Russians to avoid public protests for fear of catching flu — has a soured
relationship with Golodets, and the conflict is likely to damage his chances of securing a
senior position in future, Vedomosti reported.

Read our Onishchenko career profile.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2013/10/23/unmanageable-onishchenko-demoted-to-post-of-medv
edev-adviser-a28850

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/10-things-onishchenko-does-not-approve-of-photo-essay/488353.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/news/article/onishchenko-resignation-announced-then-denied/488286.html
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/mt_profile/gennady_onishchenko/434233.html

