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Colonel-General Viktor Zolotov is never far behind President Vladimir Putin.

The Kremlin security chief's appointment as deputy commander of a much larger
paramilitary force points to President Vladimir Putin's fear of renewed mass protests, a U.S.
researcher said.

Colonel-General Viktor Zolotov has been trusted with Putin's life for 14 years, having been
hired when Putin was Prime Minister back in 1999.

Zolotov got a promotion last month, when Putin named him second-in-command of the
Interior Ministry's troops, which number about 170,000 soldiers.

"Zolotov's appointment suggests that the Kremlin is preparing for the possibility of mass
protests in the event of a political or economic crisis," said Donald Jensen, a fellow at the
Center for Transatlantic Relations at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International
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Zolotov could later assume full command of the Interior Ministry forces, which is now
the responsibility of General Nikolai Rogozhkin, Jensen said in his research article named
"Putin's 'Praetorian Guard,'" which was released in New York on Thursday. The researcher
described Rogozhkin as having "weaker" personal ties to Putin and being a subject
of "criticism as a result of corruption in the ranks."

Jensen said Zolotov is a former bodyguard of St. Petersburg Mayor Anatoly Sobchak in the
early 1990s. In that capacity, he first met then-deputy St. Petersburg mayor Putin and became
his sparring partner in boxing and judo.
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