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Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev with members of the Olympic Committee.

Ticket sales for next year's Winter Paralympics in Sochi opened Friday, but Russia's top
Paralympic official warned that the competition could be marred by swathes of empty seats.

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev watched as ticket sales went live and said he planned
to attend.

Priced at between 350 and 450 rubles each ($11 to $14), most Paralympic Games tickets are
cheaper than even the cheapest tickets for February's Winter Olympics, while the most
expensive tickets for the Paralympic Games' opening ceremony run to 5,000 rubles apiece
($154).

Even those comparatively low prices might not be enough to fill the costly new arenas,
Paralympic Committee head Mikhail Terentyev warned.
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Terentyev, who won seven Paralympic medals as a skier before becoming a lawmaker
and general secretary of his country's Paralympic Committee, told R-Sport that there "are
significant concerns" about there being enough spectators to fill the stands, especially given
the venue size.

"So far the International Paralympic Committee regards the Sochi 2014 organizing
committee's plans to attract spectators with a certain caution," he said.

He also said 80 or 90 percent attendance at the March 7 to 16 Paralympics "would help not
just Russia but the entire international paralympic movement attract sponsors, partners
and to develop in the future."

Russia's Paralympians are among the most successful in the world and came second in the
London 2012 medal table, but disabled sports are rarely shown on Russian TV and have a low
public profile.

The Sochi Paralympics follow last year's Olympic Games in London, where most events were
sold out and which IPC president Philip Craven hailed as "the greatest Paralympic Games
ever."

Tickets for the Sochi 2014 Olympics went on sale in February to great fanfare, and several
event finals were sold out within hours.
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