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A total of 780 people have been freed as a result of the business amnesty that came into effect
in July, a far cry from the thousands that were expected to be let go.

“As of Sept. 1, the amnesty had been applied to 780 people. Of those, almost 310 were accused
of fraud in the sphere of financing, and 145 of violating intellectual rights and associated
rights,” the Prosecutor General's Office said in a statement Wednesday.

Apart from that, 120 people convicted of unlawful business activity were freed of criminal
liability, and nearly 60 convicted of fraud in the sphere of business activity received amnesty.

The amnesty plan, which took effect July 4, extended economic amnesty to all those convicted
or accused of crimes listed under Article 159 and 160 — fraud and embezzlement — in the
Criminal Code, with the main condition being that the accused repay stolen funds or
compensate for damages incurred.
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The initiator of the legislation, business ombudsman Boris Titov, originally said the amnesty
could free more than 6,000 people within a matter of months.

But the prosecutor's office attributed the low number of amnesty cases to numerous
violations made by investigators in the process of applying amnesty, mostly involving
criminals who had not fulfilled the requirement of returning stolen property or funds.

“There have also been cases of amnesty being applied to individuals who, in addition to the
crimes listed in the Duma's decree, committed other crimes. There were also violations of the
requirements set out by the Criminal Procedure Code, committed by investigators and
interrogators in making procedural decisions,” the statement said.

Prosecutors across the nation were forced to cancel 22 resolutions ordering amnesty due to
violations.  Of that amount, 14 were canceled because the accused had not returned stolen
property or funds or provided compensation for the damages incurred.

Another five resolutions to close criminal cases were canceled as a result of violations made
during the procedural process.
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