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Court Refuses to Delay Navalny Case
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A Kirov court has dismissed a request filed by Alexei Navalny's lawyer to grant the defense
more time to review court transcripts of the trial that saw the opposition activist sentenced
to five years in prison for embezzlement pending an appeal.

The court earlier extended the term from Sept. 2 to Sept. 6 but on Tuesday dismissed a further
extension until Oct. 1. The final deadline to review the documents has now been set for Sept.
10, RIA Novosti reported, after which the defense team will have to file its objections

and plead its case against the conviction in court.

Navalny and co-defendant Pyotr Ofitserov were convicted on July 18 on charges of stealing
10,000 cubic meters of timber during Navalny's time as adviser to Kirov Governor Nikita
Belykh in 20009.

Navalny was released on bail mere weeks before Moscow's mayoral election, in what
the authorities say was a move to grant all candidates an equal opportunity in the race for the
voters' favor. Navalny won 27 percent of Sunday's vote, placing second to incumbent Mayor
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Sergei Sobyanin, who collected 51 percent, according to election officials.
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