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Volunteers and activists from Golos are finding it hard to continue their work due to a lack of funding.

A leader of the independent election watchdog Golos has left Russia to continue her work
abroad due to a lack of financial support from the state, a news report said Thursday.

Lilia Shibanova said she saw no point in remaining in Russia after Golos was barred from
observing nationwide elections in June for its refusal to obey a law that requires all NGOs that
receive foreign funding and engage in "political activity" to register as "foreign agents."

Golos was reincarnated in August and still plans to monitor the country's elections, but
without more funding it won't be able to continue its work in other fields, she said.

"When there were grants in Russia, we had more projects between the elections, for example,
monitoring deputies and checking budgets. But now there are no grants and no more
projects," she said in a letter to the presidential human rights council.
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An unidentified Golos activist said that Shibanova had already been in Lithuania for a month,
Nezavisimaya Gazeta reported.

President Vladimir Putin said Wednesday during a meeting with human rights council
members that he was planning to provide human rights organizations with an additional $6
million in presidential grants by the end of the year.

Golos has said, however, that it was unhappy with the way the grants are distributed.

The European stage beyond Russia should give Shibanova more scope to do her job, with
Golos planning to monitor elections in Norway, Germany, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Kosovo in
the fall.

Her next step is to go to Norway, where Golos has already set up its mission for monitoring
the Scandinavian country's regional elections, her letter said.

It is unclear whether the NGO will withdraw from Russia altogether.

During Wednesday's meeting, Putin agreed with critics that "not everything is OK" with the
NGO law and said that he was prepared to listen to suggested amendments.

Putin said that political NGOs must openly declare whether they receive money from abroad,
but said that the criteria must be clear and understandable.

One of the main criticisms of the "foreign agent" element of the law is that NGOs don't know
what to expect if they register with the Justice Ministry due to the legislation's vague wording.
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