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Sergei Glazyev has made it clear that signing the treaty would deny Ukraine access to a CIS free-trade
zone. A. Savin

A possible association agreement between Ukraine and the European Union would violate a
1997 treaty outlining the basis for Russian-Ukrainian trade relations and deny Ukraine access
to a CIS free-trade zone, a Kremlin aide said.

The aide, Sergei Glazyev, told Kommersant Ukraine in an interview published Tuesday that
Russia would consider the signing of the association agreement between Ukraine and the EU
to be a declaration by Kiev that it was unilaterally pulling out of the 1997 Friendship Treaty,
which commits Russia and Ukraine to trade and investment cooperation.

But he also signaled that his harsh rhetoric might not be the final word on the matter. Pressed
by the Kommersant reporter on whether Moscow would indeed stop fulfilling its obligations
under the Friendship Treaty, Glazyev replied that since the EU pact had not yet been signed,
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the Kremlin “had yet to think about it.”

Glazyev is a major critic of the association agreement, arguing that if Ukraine signed it as
expected at a November EU summit in Vilnius, customs checks would need to be stepped up to
stop EU goods from entering Russia via Ukraine.

Ukrainian goods entering Russia have been subject to rigorous customs checks, creating long
delays in crossing the border, since July 14. A number of Ukrainian manufacturers said the
move de facto blocked their exports to Russia.

The restrictions have been condemned by Ukrainian lawmakers from across the political
spectrum, with some describing the move as part of a "trade war."

EU Commissioner Stefan FЯle has said the association agreement would not stop Ukraine
from having a “constructive relationship” with Russia and the Eurasian Customs Union.

Original url:
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2013/09/03/kremlin-aide-warns-kiev-not-to-sign-eu-pact-a27323


