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English-speaking police officers are being sought after to patrol downtown districts, and will be given
bonuses. Igor Tabakov

Police chiefs are rolling out incentives and opportunities for cops on the Red Square beat
to study English, a skill that will certainly win applause from the hordes of tourists that
throng the area.

Police officers patrolling the square and Moscow's other pedestrian areas will receive
additional pay if they can master phrases in English, Moscow City police chief Anatoly
Yakunin said Thursday.

"It's our principled position, and we will definitely do this in the course of the year," he said,
Interfax reported.

Yakunin said the opportunity to develop multilingual police officers appeared after acting
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Mayor Sergei Sobyanin allotted a separate budget for police bonuses in a decree Tuesday.

The city police force is on the lookout for English-speaking officers to staff the downtown
precincts, Yakunin said. It is also considering offering language courses.

"It's a must that we post officers who speak foreign languages to the central district's
pedestrian areas in the span of a year," he said.
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