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Separate recycle containers, like these bins by an apartment block in Helsinki, are still a novelty for
Russians. Igor Tabakov / MT

Waste recycling moved one step ahead in Moscow as the Krasnoselsky district launched a pilot
project for the systematic collection of used batteries Wednesday.

The recycling experiment, which is a joint initiative between environmentalist group
#MosEko and the district’s authorities, will see the installation of battery collection bins in
major retail outlets within the local residents’ walking distance. If successful, the project
could later be expanded to the rest of the city.

“A battery seems like a small thing around the house. Nobody gives much thought that the
hazardous substances it contains can destroy 20 square meters of land and 300 liters of
water,” said Mikhail Antonov, one of #MosEko’s leaders. “If it is thrown out in the forest, it
kills about two hedgehogs, 1,000 worms and everything else that’s alive around it.”

There are already some places where one can discard used batteries in Moscow. Most of them
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are marked on Greenpeace Russia’s map of privately organized recycling points. However,
these points are still sparse and people usually have to travel out of their neighborhoods to
satisfy the eco-friendly habit.

Recycling points must be located within walking distance so that they can match the
convenience of throwing out batteries into regular waste dumpsters, said Kirill Shchitov, a
Moscow City Duma deputy.

Now recycling bins will be located in large stores, including Pyatyorochka, Auchan and
Kontinent. The plan is to initially set up 10 clear bins, though #MosEko representatives said
they will increase this number to accommodate any retailers who want to participate in the
project.

Collection points may also be set up at the Leningradsky, Kazansky and Yaroslavsky train
stations, said Alexander Mishakov, head of the district’s administration.

Retailers are not obligated to participate in the initiative, and their responses to the idea have
been positive overall, Shchitov said.

The main concern that remains is how the waste would be picked up and recycled, said a
representative of the electronics chain M.Video. In the existing plan, it is volunteers who will
handle the pickup and utilization details for the collected batteries.

The recycling initiative is currently confined to the Krasnoselsky district, but local authorities
said they aimed to export the idea to other central districts and eventually Moscow as a whole.

Organizers will assess the outcomes of the pilot project by the end of September and will start
thinking of ways to promote similar actions elsewhere, Antonov added.

Shchitov cautioned that the positive effects would not be felt immediately since locals need
time to get acclimatized to the new waste disposal options.

“We’re now going to put [recycling bins] in large stores that are within walking distance, but
we’re probably not going to carry them out tomorrow filled up with batteries,” he said.
“There won’t be a quick effect, but if we don’t start doing this today, nobody will do it for us.”
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