¢ Moscow Times

INDEPENDENT NEWS FROM RUSSIA

Alyokhina Not Beaten By Wardens,
Lawyer Says
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Oksana Darova, the lawyer of convicted Pussy Riot member Maria Alyokhina, denied previous
reports that her client was beaten by wardens in the Solikamsk detention facility.

Alyokhina's lawyer told Interfax that during their meeting on Thursday, a guard informed
Alyokhina that she needed to go pack because she was scheduled to be moved from the
Solikamsk facility to a prison in the city of Perm.

Darova asked for the guards to show her the proper documentation from the court asking

for Alyokhina's relocation, but instead the guards showed Darova an order making sure

the prisoner appeared in a videoconference. Alyokhina and her lawyer then refused relocation
to the new prison.

"We said that due to the fact that there is no such order, Alyokhina is refusing to be moved.
And in response they replied that if Alyokhina refuses, physical force will be used.We said
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okay, do as you deem fit, but these requirements are illegal," Darova said.

Soon after this a number of guards came and took Alyokhina away. Darova claims that there
was no physical force used when they took the inmate away. According to Darova, her client
was sent to the detention facility in Perm.

A report referencing Peter Verzilov, a member of the art collective Voina and the husband
of imprisoned Pussy Riot member Nadezhda Tolokonnikova, had earlier stated that Alyokhina
was beaten by the guards when she refused to be escorted to Perm.

Alyokhina, who was sentenced to two years in prison last August for her part in a masked
punk rock performance on the altar of Christ the Savior Cathedral, was denied parole on May
23. Her defense team filed a complaint in the matter which the court will take up on July 24.
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